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Flying S \
ying Jdaucer Jdtory

‘““All Ballooney”

LONDON, Thursday. — It was very
nearly correct to describe tl'lo recent
London flying saucer story as ‘all bal-
looney”” Under Secretary for Defence,
Mr. Nigel Birch, I'old the House of Com-

He had been asked what
reports his Department had
received of the flying ob-
ject seen by tweo airmen ovér
London or other parts of
Britain angd reported to him.

Mr. Birch replied that on
November 3, two experi-
mental meteorological bal-
loons were observed at dif-
ferent times by two officers
in a Royal Air Force aircraft
and the other by a member

of anti-aircraft command.

Mr. Birch said meteorol-
ogical balloons were fitted
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Oglcal Dalloons WeEre unnea
with a special device to
produce a large echo on a
radar screen and said the
two balloons in question
were allowed to escape or
were let off at unusual times.
Earlier, an Air Ministry
spokesman said all reports
of possible saucers were in-
vestigated  but in: 95 per
cent. of cases there was a
natural explanation.
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